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Abstract

After the Meliji Restoration, Japan faced persistent challenges in securing stable supplies of
fossil fuels. Japan has almost no naturally occurring fossil fuel resources, and the need to procure
them has influenced the country’s development. World War II, the two oil shocks, the Gulf War,
and the Strait of Hormuz crisis had impacts on Japan that essentially differed from those on
other countries. This article examines the beginning of the coal age in Japan following Commo-
dore Perry’s arrival and how coal contributed to the country’s industrial development. It also
covers how Japan's military policy was strengthened and how electricity came into use in the
Taisho era. In addition, it discusses Japan's unique history of dependence on oil resources from
the United States and the Middle East, and the process of industrial development that occurred
in association with that dependence. In particular, policies aimed at reducing dependence on the
Middle East after the oil shocks played a significant role in the economic recovery of Japan
through the subsequent development, commercialization and export of energy-saving equip-
ment. This also illustrates how a national crisis can create opportunities for technological and
industrial advancement. Particularly noteworthy is the fact that Japan played a leading role in
promoting nuclear energy policy and the use of liquefied natural gas (LNG) in the world,
especially in Asia, and that it played a fundamental role in securing stable supplies of energy. It
can be said that the current power generation mix was formed as a result of these efforts.
Overall, this article reviews the history of energy procurement and related industrial

development in Japan.
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